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A SUMMER OF LIVE MUSIC AS THE BSO ANNOUNCES RETURN OF
‘PROMS IN THE PARK’ AND SYMPHONIC CONCERTS FOR SCHOOLS

~

Prepare for the full symphonic might of the BSO this summer

e ‘Proms in the Park’ outdoor concerts return to Bournemouth’s Meyrick Park in
partnership with BCP Council: Queen Symphonic Spectacular (6 Aug) and a Classical
Extravaganza (5 Aug), supported by Investec.

e Thousands of children to experience symphonic music at Lighthouse, Poole in sold-out
‘Explore the Orchestra’ schools’ concerts: further live-stream tickets now available (18
May).

e Music welcomes in the transformation of the churchyard of St Peter’s, Bournemouth, as
BSO musicians perform string music this spring (14 May).

¢ Amateur musicians of all ages welcomed to sit alongside professionals this July, as
‘Rusties’ returns to Lighthouse, Poole (from 3 July).

Thousands will experience the power of live orchestral music this summer, as
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra (BSO) returns in full to spaces in and around
Bournemouth and Poole. From its ever-popular Meyrick Park ‘Proms in the Park’
performances to the return of the Orchestra’s lively Schools’ Concerts at Lighthouse,
Poole there is something for all to enjoy.
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This summer, the BSO — one of the UK's best-loved orchestras, which exists to champion the role
of culture in people’s lives — returns with a series of popular events, both large and small.

Alongside popular symphonic concerts in Meyrick Park, Bournemouth, and at Lighthouse,
Poole, musicians from the Orchestra will bring live music to St Peter’s Church, Bournemouth as
the historic venue celebrates the revitalisation of its churchyard, supported by the National
Lottery Community Fund and Dorset Wildlife Trust.

The Orchestra also invites amateur musicians to sit alongside its professional players as part of a
‘Rusties’ concert this July at Lighthouse, Poole; three rehearsal sessions take place ahead of the
24 July concert.

Dougie Scarfe, the BSO’s Chief Executive said, “We're beyond excited to return with a series of
‘BSO Proms in the Park’ concerts to celebrate summer in Bournemouth this year, and are
extraordinarily grateful to our partners at BCP Council, who have helped enable its return, and to
Investec, who are generously supporting the Friday night concert — prepare to celebrate in the live
experience like never before! We're also delighted to bring our live music-making to St Peter’s
Church when its historic town-centre churchyard marks a new chapter for Bournemouth this May.

“With over 10,000 school children already signed up to experience live symphonic music through our
‘Explore the Orchestra’ performances — both in the hall and online — we're thrilled to encourage
their musical journey of discovery this season. If you're a lapsed player there’s never been a better
time to return to playing, and we look forward to welcoming ‘Rusties’ to play alongside the
professionals this July. Whether you’re coming to the BSO'’s live music-making for the first time or
not, we can’t wait to share the power of the live experience with you this summer.”

‘Proms in the Park’ returns to Bournemouth’s Meyrick Park

The Orchestra returns to Meyrick Park, Bournemouth for two celebratory evenings this August in
partnership with BCP Council: Queen Symphonic Spectacular (Sat 6 Aug) and Classical
Extravaganza (Fri 5 Aug), which is supported by Investec as the Friday night Experience
Sponsor.

‘Classical Extravaganza’ features some of the best-loved symphonic music written, from Borodin’s
Polovtsian Dances and Khachaturian’s Adagio from Spartacus, to film favourites like John Williams’
Superman March and music from Hans Zimmer’s Gladiator.

A host of stars from the West End smash hit musical We Will Rock You unite forces with the
BSO to present a special kind of magic on the Saturday night. The Orchestra is restaging its
‘Queen Symphonic Spectacular’ following huge success in Meyrick Park in 2007.

Visitors are welcome to bring picnics on-site to enjoy an evening of live music, and both events
culminate in an impressive choreographed fireworks display.

Thousands of school children to ‘Explore the Orchestra’

The Orchestra’s free Schools’ Concerts are a firm favourite in the BSO year, and have historically
provided generations of local children with their first taste of the live symphonic experience.

This spring, the concerts return to Lighthouse, Poole (Wed 18 May) in full symphonic glory as the
young audience returns to the hall.
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A set of music education resources are offered to teachers and pupils in advance of the concert,
which is themed ‘Midnight Magic’. Children will sing and play along with presenter James
Redwood, use Makaton signing, and learn body percussion. The project culminates in the world
premiere of Redwood’s new orchestral work, Can’t Get To Sleep, which draws on ideas offered by
pupils across the BCP region, in partnership with SoundStorm Music Education Agency and its
Music Education Hub.

Over 10,000 pupils are already signed up to watch the live event in-person or online, and
further tickets for the livestream are now available. The performance will also be available to view
for 30 days online.

‘Explore the Orchestra: Midnight Magic’ has been supported by a group of generous individuals
and charitable trusts and follows digital experiences offered during the pandemic, which last year
reached over 28,300 children online.

The BSO joins celebration of St Peter’s churchyard, Bournemouth

St Peter’s Church, Bournemouth, celebrates a new chapter this spring as its town centre
churchyard marks a transformation into a welcoming green space through the ‘St Peter’s
Reimagined’ project, which has been supported by the National Lottery Community Fund and
Dorset Wildlife Trust.

Musicians from the BSO will perform at St Peter’s Church, Bournemouth (Sat 14 May) to mark
the fruition of the community project: the BSO String Ensemble performs a family-friendly
concert at 5pm, and earlier in the day a quartet will perform outside as visitors experience the
revitalised spaces alongside a series of family-friendly activities. Repertoire includes works by
Bach, Britten, and Purcell.

The church has a long association with the BSO: both the Orchestra’s founder, Sir Dan Godfrey,
and its celebrated former Principal Conductor, Constantin Silvestri, rest in the churchyard. The
church has also played host to a number of significant cultural figures, including Sir Hubert Parry
who was baptised in its font and Mary Shelley, the creator of Frankenstein.

Amateur musicians invited to take part in ‘Rusties’ event

Amateur performers of all ages — whether lapsed players or up and coming talent — are invited to
take part in a unique coaching and performing experience this summer.

The BSO's ‘Rusties’ will rehearse during three sessions in Dorset this July, with amateur players
given the opportunity to perform alongside the BSO'’s professional musicians. The series
culminates with a public concert on Sunday 24 July, at Lighthouse, Poole.

Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra concludes its main season of full symphonic music this May,
following performances in Basingstoke, Exeter, Poole, and Portsmouth, featuring a range of guest
artists from around the globe. The BSO made history as one of the first British orchestras to return
to the stage in 2020, and its livestreamed broadcasts continue to reach audience in the South
West and beyond.
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Musicians from the Orchestra will also perform at Christchurch Priory, on Friday 6 May, when
the Orchestra Benevolent Fund — an independent charity run for the musicians, by the musicians
— gives its annual performance. The chamber concert includes works by Debussy and Brahms.

Join musicians from the BSO at St Peter’s, Bournemouth (Sat 14 May); ‘Explore the
Orchestra: Midnight Magic’ at Lighthouse, Poole (Wed 18 May); with ‘Dorset Rusties’ at
Lighthouse, Poole (Sun 24 July); and for ‘BSO Proms in the Park’ (Fri 5 — Sat 6 Aug).

For tickets and further information see bsolive.com

[ENDS]

Notes to Editors:
For further information please contact: Claire Rawles crawles@bsorchestra.co.uk 07860
776646 or Heidi O’Neill honeill@bsorchestra.co.uk

1. Images available here
a) Audiences enjoy BSO Proms in the Park ©Bournemouth Echo
b) Musicians from Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra ©Mark Allan
c) Chief Executive of the BSO, Dougie Scarfe ©Mark Allan

2. Concert listings:

at08,

Saturday 14 May, 5pm

BSO String Ensemble

St Peter’s Church, Bournemouth
Family-friendly chamber concert includes
works by JS Bach, Britten and Purcell.
£FREE (booking required)

Wednesday 18 May, 1.30pm (live stream)
‘Explore the Orchestra: Midnight Magic’
Lighthouse, Poole

Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra
Presenter James Redwood introduces the full
BSO from Poole. Includes works by
Mussorgsky, Grieg and John Williams.

SFREE (booking required)

Sunday 24 July

Dorset ‘Rusties’ concert

Lighthouse, Poole

Amateur musicians of all ages unite with BSO
musicians to present works by Coleridge-
Taylor, Schubert, Dvorak and Marquez.

£10 adults (£5 concessions)
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Friday 5 August, 8pm

Proms in the Park: Classical Extravaganza
Meyrick Park, Bournemouth

Enjoy a summer’s evening of symphonic
favourites with the BSO before a
choreographed fireworks spectacular.
Tickets £28 (early-bird price until 21 June).
Concessions available.

Saturday 6 August, 8pm

Proms in the Park: Queen Symphonic
Spectacular

Meyrick Park, Bournemouth

Join the BSO and stars from the West End hit
show We Will Rock You for an evening
celebrating the best of Queen.

Tickets £28 (early-bird price until 21 June).
Concessions available.

https://bsolive.com/whats-on/
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3. About Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra
www.bsolive.com | @BSOrchestra

Chief Conductor - Kirill Karabits
Principal Guest Conductor —Mark Wigglesworth | Associate Guest Conductor — David Hill MBE
Conductor Emeritus — Marin Alsop | Conductor Laureate — Andrew Litton

One of the UK’s best-loved orchestras, Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra is a professional ensemble known
for championing the role of culture in people’s lives. With residencies in Bournemouth, Bristol, Exeter,
Portsmouth and Poole, it is the largest cultural provider in the South West of England, serving one of the
biggest and most diverse regions.

The BSO received the Royal Philharmonic Society’s Impact Award in 2019 for its work in improving
opportunities for disabled musicians, and BSO Resound — the world’s first professional disabled-led
ensemble at the core of a major orchestra —continues to receive international attention for igniting change.
Challenging access to high-quality music for all, the BSO leads hundreds of events each year, from award-
winning work in health and care settings to partnerships with schools and music education hubs.

The Orchestra, under its Chief Conductor Kirill Karabits, is known for pushing artistic boundaries, and its
ongoing series of music from former Soviet states, Voices from the East, continues to gain praise. Boasting an
enviable list of principal conductors, including Marin Alsop, the first female principal conductor of a major UK
orchestra, the BSO has given memorable performances worldwide and with regular live broadcasts on BBC
Radio 3 and Classic FM.

The Orchestra’s inaugural livestreamed series, which featured Sir John Eliot Gardiner, Benjamin Grosvenor and
Alina lbragimova, was widely praised by audiences and critics alike, with the BSO making history as one of
the first British orchestras to return to the stage in 2020. In 2021, Horn player Felix Klieser made a
memorable UK concerto debut as the Orchestra’s Artist-in-Residence, and the BSO resumed its symphonic
touring of the South West.

Committed to new music, the Orchestra celebrates a triptych of contemporary symphonic works written by
women in its forthcoming season, with premiere performances of works by Carmen Ho, Franghiz Ali-Zadeh and
Elizabeth Ogonek. During the pandemic, the BSO also gave premieres by composers Shirley J. Thompson OBE
and Magnus Lindberg.

4. About Investec | www.investecwin.co.uk | Experience Sponsor of the BSO's ‘Classical Extravaganza’ (5 Aug)

As one of the UK’s leading wealth management firms, we are trusted with managing over £41.3 billion (as at
September 2021) of our clients’ money. Our wealth and banking teams work hard at providing Out of the
Ordinary levels of service to our clients and with an investment heritage dating back to 1827, we’re built for the
long term.

Investec Wealth & Investment Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and is a
member of the London Stock Exchange and the Investec Group. Investec Wealth & Investment Limited is
registered in England. Registered No. 2122340. Registered Office: 30 Gresham Street. London. EC2V 7QN

Scott Jones, head of the Bournemouth office at Investec, said: “At Investec, we are passionate supporters of
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art initiatives that share our focus on energy, ambition and outstanding talent. We are therefore delighted
to have sponsored the BSO for the past nine years. Not only does this wonderful orchestra share our values,
they do incredible work to change of the lives of young people through music. We are looking forward to
continuing our support for the BSO as they bring their captivating live performances to Meyrick Park this
summer.”

5. The BSO’s Principal Broadcast Partner is BBC Radio 3

6. The BSO is Classic FM'’s Orchestra in the South of England.
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